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9.#4380 ~, eb_ereyMed_er .
St. Louis (St. Louis County)
$2,410,937, Cost overrun of $297,937
on CON to acquire fifth MRI

March 19,2010

Ms. Donna Schuessler
Missouri Certificate ofNeed Program
P.O. Box 570
Jefferson City, MO 65102-0570

Thank you for your consideration of this request. Please contact me wi.th any questions you may
have.

After the project was approved, we decided to purchase a 3.OT MRI from Siemens, rather than
the GE MRI. Our decision was based on two factors:

I have attached a revised Proposed Project Budget fonn and documentation of the cost for lease
of the Siemens unit and costs to improve shielding and electric service. The additional
application fee in the amount of$297.94 will be mailed under separate cover.

A member of the Sisters of Mercy Health System

Re: St. John's Mercy Medical Center
#4380HS - Acqnire Fifth MRI

Dear Ms. Schuessler:

• The Siemens unit has wide-bore technology, which is important for patient comfort. The
gantry is oval-shaped instead of circular, offering a wider circumference from side-to
side. This provides scanning for a broader range ofpatients and better supports therapy
planning. GE was not able to offer wide bore technology in this magnet strength.

• The Siemens unit can fit into existing space without significant costs for modifjing the
faciliry, although costs to increase shielding are higher than we anticipated. The GE MRI
required renovations involving significant construction costs.

This is a request for approval of a cost over-run on the project referenced above. We are
requesting approval for a new project cost of$2,410,937, which is 14.1% over the $2,113,000
amount approved by the Health Facilities Review Committee on September 21, 2009. The
scope of the project will not change.

Sincerely, .

J~jA~
Donald E. Kaiicak
Vice President
Business Development & Strategic Planning

645 MARYVILLE CENTRE DRIVE. SUITE 100 • ST. LOUIS, MO 63141

www.StJohnsMercy.org
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